The Book of Acts 19

Acts 19:1
*The Apostle had reported to the churches in Jerusalem and Antioch, retraced his Asia ministry, and arrived back at Ephesus as he had promised (18:21-22).  Luke reported that Apollos, having additional instruction from Aquila and Priscilla in the Ephesus Baptist Church, went to Corinth in Achaia.
*In the meantime, Paul met certain Gentile disciples who were ignorant of the basics of Christianity. This episode led to the fourth and final experience of Spirit Baptism, benefitting the Apostle Paul.  
*The four phases of Spirit Baptism authenticated the Lord’s new institution of the Baptist assembly meeting on the new day of Sunday with the new and final sacrifice of the ultimate Lamb of God.  Peter with the keys of the kingdom (Mt. 16:18-19), preached to the Jews authenticating these new truths with signs and wonders, about the first coming of the Holy Ghost (Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:16 ff.).  He then preached to the Samaritans (Acts 8) and later to the Gentiles (Acts 10) about Spirit Baptism and Spirit Regeneration. Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles could all meet in the Baptist churches in unity. Now, the Lord authenticated to Paul that Gentiles could receive Spirit Baptism and Spirit Regeneration (Eph. 3:6).
Acts 19:2
*Paul asked a leading and pointed question to the 12 “disciples” about their salvation. Reception of the Holy Ghost was dependent on the initial act of believing.  Repentant sinners who believe on Christ as Saviour are immediately indwelt with the Holy Ghost (Jn. 14:17) as promised in the New Covenant (Ezk. 36:27) ratified by Jesus shed blood on the cross (Mt. 26:28). Obviously, they were ignorant of the Person and ministry of the Holy Ghost and had not valid faith or baptism. In time the message was lost.
Acts 19:3-4
*They claimed to have been baptized “unto John’s baptism” but the Baptist had been dead for over 20 years in Judah and had not ministered in Asia!  They were ignorant of John’s basic message: “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire” (Mt. 3:11; Lk. 3:16).
*John was the Initiator and Practitioner of Water Baptism and the Theologian of Spirit Baptism. The Baptist demanded repentance before immersion which identified with the death, burial, and resurrection of the Messiah. Jesus authenticated John’s baptism by identifying with it (Mt. 3:13-17), which baptism was that of the Great Commission (Mt. 28:19-20).  Jesus said “repent ye, and believe…” (Mk. 1:15). 
Acts 19:5-7
*These 12 unconverted “disciples” heard Paul preach John’s message of repentance and faith and were saved. Upon their conversion, as was Paul’s practice (cf. Acts 16:31-33), he baptized them in “the name of the Lord Jesus” (cf. Mt. 28:19-20).  As Spirit Regeneration occurred, Spirit Baptism manifested with tongues, etc. Both Peter and Paul observed Spirit Baptism in the four phases and Spirit Baptism ceased. 
	*Paul afterward at Ephesus testified there is “one baptism” (Eph. 4:5) > Great Commission Baptism! 
Acts 19:8
*While at Ephesus, with the 12 new Christian Gentiles in the house church, Paul continued to minister to Jews in the Synagogue, disputing and persuading the “kingdom of God” message (Jn. 3:3, 5).
Acts 19:9-10
*When the Jews stirred up problems against the “way” (Acts 19:23), he moved the assembly to the school of Tyrannus.  The assembly began to evangelize Western Asia with the Gospel to Jews and Gentiles reaching Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea, and probably Colosse!    
Acts 19:11-12
*Having experienced the fourth and final phase of Spirit Baptism (public authentication to all believers united in the LORD’s new institution of Baptist churches on Sunday worshipping the final Lamb of God sacrificed for the sins of the race of Adam), signs followed (v. 9). The twelve received Spirit Regeneration and where baptized into the Ephesian Baptist Church (vv. 1, 4-5). Paul continued to preach and manifest the signs of an apostle (cf. II Cor. 12:12). Wherever Paul went, God “wrought” (imperfect verb > past continuance) miracles. The pagan city of Ephesus had so many sick and demon possessed, no doubt because of occultism with superstitions, and as his sweat rags touched them, healing came.    	
	*The miracles were divine because he could not heal his “thorn in the flesh”/Trophimus (II Tim. 4:20).
Acts 19:13
*Ephesus was the breeding ground for occultism through the fanatical worship of Diana (cf. 19:14, 27, 28, 34) and demoniacs thrived in the city.  The Gospel light came into the demonic domain.  Seeing Paul’s miracles, the Jewish exorcists attempted to imitate with the “new magical formula” of “in the name of Jesus.” Jewish exorcism existed in the first century, as Jesus said, “And if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges” (Mt. 12:27).  
Acts 19:14-16
	*There was an abundance of Jewish sorcerers in the first century such as Barjesus (Acts 13:6-7) and now another shamanic encounter of the seven sons of Sceva.  Barjesus was a Jew and chief of the priests of Cyprus. The seven sons attempted exorcism on a possessed man who had an evil spirit. The demon in him taunted them about their illegitimate source, since the demon knew (ginosko) of Jesus and knew (epistamai) of Paul. The demonic realm knows that the Lord Jesus (Jam. 2:19) will commit them to eternal damnation (Lk. 8:30-31) and also knows about the deception the seven sons’ false authority!
	*Contradiction and confusion abide in the kingdom of Satan since he is the author of confusion (I Cor. 14:33; Jam. 3:15-16; also Jn. 8:44).  The demon ridiculed the shamans in Satan’s realm!
	*The demon possessed-man leaped on, overcame, and prevailed against the seven sons and they fled out of the house naked and wounded. Nakedness is a trait of Satan to expose (Gen. 2:25; 3:1)! 
	*The CT text substituted the Greek word for “both” in the place of the TR word “them.” Upon whom did the demoniac leap—both or them? Even in a passage of satanic confusion the CT espouses satanic confusion!  The ASV has “mastered both of them”!?  The CT has satanic gnostic readings throughout!  
Acts 19:17-18
	*The Lord exposed the defeat of Satan and his dupes and exalted the name of Lord Jesus, and consequent fear of the Lord fell on the city. They didn’t trifle with the name of Jesus as an incantation! 
	*The response was that many that “believed” (perfect tense: had believed and still believed) confessed their ongoing occultic practices and showed their deeds.  Moses warned, saying, “There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch,  Or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer” (Dt. 18:10-11). Christian, give up your paganism!!  
Acts 19:19-20
	*The new Christians brought books about “curious arts” (periergos > “overly busy” [I Tim. 5:13]), as they had been overly curious about the occult realm (Rev. 2:24).  They burned their occultic books before all, and counted the price at 50,000 pieces of silver. The word of God grew and prevailed!
Acts 19:21
	*During his stay at Ephesus, Paul not only established the Ephesian Baptist Church, but he also wrote to the Corinthian Baptist Church.  He penned to them, saying, “But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.  For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” (I Cor. 16:8-9).  *Finally, after the book burning the apostle desired to leave as Luke wrote the interlude and recorded his plans.  As he sought the filling of the Spirit (Eph. 5:18), the Spirit led (Rom. 8:14) his human spirit to walk in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16), and consequently Paul was burdened to re-connect with the Baptist brethren in Macedonia, Achaia, and even in Jerusalem.  However, in the interval between the book burning and the riot at Ephesus, Paul contemplated his next move, which was temporarily delayed.
	*After his visit to the churches in Europe Paul intended to go to Jerusalem, and then to Rome.
*He had started ecclesiological strongholds in Asia, primarily Ephesus, and then in Europe with Philippi Thessalonica, and Corinth.  Also, he constantly wanted to have a brief stay in the assembly at Jerusalem, the starting point of the Great Commission (1:8).  There the Apostle Paul wanted to celebrate Pentecost (Acts 20:16), to deliver the Gentile support gifts (Rom. 15:26-27; I Cor. 16:1-3; and II Cor. 8:1-9), and to report to Pastor James (Acts 21:18-19). 
*But ultimately, the Apostle Paul wanted to minister in Rome (and in Spain [Rom. 15:24]) and help establish the capital as an ecclesiological stronghold for the whole empire.  This plan was not just brilliant human brainstorming, but it was the will of God for Paul to plant the Gospel seed for the Western World!
Acts 19:22
*Luke revealed that in the interval Paul did remain at Ephesus and so he sent trusted servants of the Lord in his place. Apparently Timothy had come to Ephesus from Corinth (cf. 18:5) and perhaps Erastus as well.  Since Paul had to remain in Ephesus, in part to write to the Corinthians (I Cor. 16:8) and to wait for a good report from Titus (II Cor. 2:13; 7:6), he dispatched some of the finest missionaries to Macedonia, probably to Philippi and Thessalonica, and eventually met up with them (cf. Acts 20:1 ff.).   
*While at Ephesus the apostle had some challenges, since he reported that “I have fought with beasts at Ephesus” (I Cor. 15:32), presumably at the amphitheater. Paul had experienced “deaths oft” (II Cor. 11:23) and the Lord delivered him out of them all (cf. II Tim. 4:17-18). Luke however, recorded the turmoil over the worship of Diana from which Paul was delivered. 
Acts 19:23
*The Holy Ghost allowed great confusion in Satan’s domain at Ephesus (see Acts 19:29). Luke revealed that there was “no small stir” about the “way” (19:9; Jn. 14:6).  Paul’s preaching impacted the whole city and her economic system. Since the silversmiths were losing income because of the preaching against idol worship, they called the city assembly to deal with the issue but decisions were inclusive.  
Acts 19:24
* Luke listed the Reactionary (vv. 24), the Reason (vv. 25-27), and the Result (vv. 28-41) of the large stir! First, the reactionary Demetrius, as the artisan, may have been the leader of the silversmith guild and recognized immediate and significant financial loss to the guild and city.  Nevertheless he needed to respond to the technicians who made the shrines. Multitudes came from all around to purchase the shrines or images of Diana while in Ephesus worshipping their goddess fallen from the sky (19:35)!  
*Financial loss would not set well!
Acts 19:25
*Paul had plans to continue to plant churches as far as Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28), since his calling was to plant churches, which he affirmed, saying, “I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase” (I Cor. 3:6).  Paul had the gift of prophecy and Apollos had the gift of teaching. Paul planted and Apollos watered. (BBC has the ministry of “watering” churches in Europe, Asia, and USA)!
*Meanwhile, Paul had to deal with the Revolt in Ephesus involving the Reactionary, Reason, & Result. 
*The Reactionary Demetrius called the silversmiths and informed of their lucrative profession of “wealth” (euporia [1x]) was in great jeopardy.  No doubt he referred to the great bonfire which destroyed the occultic literature and paraphernalia associated with the worship of the goddess Diana.
Acts 19:26
*The reputation of the Apostle Paul was expanding throughout Asia as the Lord used his preaching to influence many. The guild leader knew Paul’s name, his methodology of persuasive preaching, and his message of anti-idolatry!  Knowing the Tanak, Paul preached Jeremiah’s affirmation: “Shall a man make gods unto himself, and they are no gods?” (Jer. 16:20). He preached the same message at Athens (17:22-31). Demetrius had heard the truth but worshipped mammon (Mt. 6:24; I Tim. 6:10)!   
Acts 19:27
*Demetrius gave the reason why the wealthy craft of idol-making was in jeopardy and the religious but penultimate worship of Diana. His worship of money was greater than his worship of religion. 
*The local pride in the Temple and the great goddess Diana was at stake.  She would be despised and her magnificence (megaleiotes [3x]) would be destroyed!  His exaggerated claim that all the world worshipped her was meant to foment hate for Paul.  In the cunning expressions of Demetrius he convinced the guild members and the rest of the city that their religious and economic welfare was gone. 
Acts 19:28-29
	*Devious Demetrius fanned the flame of the foolish fanatics fearing that the fame of their fabled female would fizzle!  If there were no more worship of Diana there would be no more need for her Temple, and therefore no more economic prosperity from the silver shrines for the pilgrim devotees!  
	*The results were several-fold:  First, the whole city was filled with confusion. Satan had confused the city with the purpose to destroy Christianity in Ephesus. The citizens knew about the salvation of the demon-possessed man and the large bonfire! Second, the culprits were Paul and his followers. But where was Paul!  His Baptist companions Gaius (cf. III Jn. 1:1) and Aristarchus (cf. Acts 27:2) were caught. No dissuasion on the part of these men for future ministry with the truth! They were taken captive to the theatre (theatron [3x]).  The ruins of this coliseum revealed that it could seat 25,000 people and was used for gladiatorial combats with man and wild beasts.  Paul declared, saying, “If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die” (I Cor. 15:32), and “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:  Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles” (Rom. 16:3-4). 
Acts 19:30-31
	*Paul, the tested and strong Christian wanted to defend the truth and desired to enter the theatre. No doubt he was concerned for his two colleagues’ safety, but the brethren and Asiarchs (who were his friends) encouraged him not to go into the theatre! 
Acts 19:32
	*Chaos and confusion are the watchwords of Satan for his people. Why were these two men brought to the theatre?  Luke described the stupefaction of the city-wide rumblings with all of the shouting! For the twentieth time Luke employed ekklesia (“assembly,” “church” [115x]), giving the historical and contemporary meaning.  The civil meaning of ekklesia in the first century referred to an assembly of qualified members to meet in a visible location for determinations and practices for the good of the group.  The ekklesia included a place, a people, and a purpose.  The Greek ekklesia was always local and visible. The meaning of the noun never meant the incongruous “universal and invisible” assembly! 
	*When the Lord said, “I will build my church (ekklesia)” He differentiated between the civil and religious assembly.  His assembly was made up of baptized believers and Apostles (excepting Judas)!
	*The visible and local assembly or church is the visible and local “Body of Christ” (Eph. 1:22-23).
Acts 19:33-34
	*In the chaotic urgency of the hour, the assembly members drew out the Jew Alexander as the Jewish representative to make sense this Jew Paul. The Jews wanted to distance themselves from the Christians with regard to the attack upon the idol Diana, since the unsaved Jews had no compunction about idols! This Alexander (one of three [?] in Ephesus [cf. I Tim. 1:20; II Tim. 4:14; and here]). He was about to give his defence when the assembly shut him down because he was a Jew!  Finally, unity came to the assembly which began to shout for about two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians” (Megale he Artemis).  The lengthy time of the frenzied shouting spoke of demonic energy and opposition!
Acts 19:35
	*Finally the townclerk took control and gave the “wise rationale” (cf. Eccl. 9:17) of the city religion.  *He stated the actual fact that the Ephesians worshipped a fallen meteorite which they thought was the image of their goddess Diana (Artemis), the offspring of the Roman deity Jupiter, the Greek god Zeus, the ruler of the Greek Pantheon.  It was true that these heathen venerated a rock named Diana!
Acts 19:36-37
	*Indubitably, the stone was from heaven and in their (spiritual dimness) no one could deny this rock named Diana.  The Ephesians were the seasoned guardians of this pagan tradition and they needed to be quiet and do nothing rashly.   He challenged the sensibilities of the people concerning the “Ephesian way” of dignity and decorum! After all, they were not fanatical rioters, were they?
	*With great impartiality he recognized the innocence of Gaius and Aristarchus concerning sacrilege toward the Temple of Diana. They were not “robbers of churches” (literally “temple robbers”) nor blasphemers. The men were not involved with robbing places of religious worship (church or temple).
	*For the third time, Paul and the Christians were vindicated by the Lord through the heathen for any formal crime (testimony of the demon-possessed man, and the great bonfire!). 
Acts 19:38
	*The townclerk also reprimanded Demetrius for his efforts of mob rule, and encouraged him to go to the courts and official deputies. Even though the Asian cities were autonomous, Roman Law mattered! 
Acts 19:39-41
	*He called for “a lawful assembly” since the townclerk and the city of Ephesus would have to answer the Roman authorities.  What was the violation; preaching the Gospel! The official was not going to let Demetrius bring in Rome! He spoke and dismissed the assembly which was meeting in the theatre.   
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